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NICHOLAS WALSH
Born on Whidbey Island 


Lived in Washington and Montana 


Started Firefighting 25 years ago


Fidalgo Island/ Anacortes Fire Department 15 
yrs


South Whidbey 2 years


Previously in Whatcom, Skagit counties







HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON 
WHIDBEY AND FIDALGO

• Evidence of historic large area wildfires

• Wildfire vs Brushfire

• No wildfires in recorded history

• Trends in past 20 years







LARGE FIRES 1973-2023





TWO LOCAL FIRES- CASE STUDY

• LITTLE CRABERRY

• 2016

• Around 20 acres

• Neighborhood in WUI threatened

• Believed to be caused by smoking 

materials

• THOMAS LANE FIRE

• 2018

• Around 10 acres	 

• Neighborhood in WUI threatened

• Unattended fire left by transient 

camper





LITTLE CRANBERRY LAKE FIRE ACFL 2016



ASSISTANT CHIEF JACK KENNEDY-

• “I’ve been with the department for 34 years, and it’s the largest wildland 
(fire) we’ve had. We’ve had several acres in size but not like this.  The fire 
behavior that we experienced up here was also not 
normal for this area. We had trees that were actually torching from 
the bottom to the top because of the relative humidity temperature and also 
the slope of the hill the fire was actually on.”



CRANBERRY TACTICS



LITTLE CRANBERRY



LITTLE CRANBERRY IMPACTS





CRANBERRY NOW



CRANBERRY NOW



THOMAS LANE FIRE







LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS -FIRELINE



SWFE

We serve people on Whidbey 
Island South of Mutiny Bay Road.  
We serve approximately 15,000 
residents, 10,000 visitors and 533 
businesses over 66 square miles.


We rely on full-time and volunteer 
emergency personnel who 
respond to an average of 2,600 
calls a year.

Freeland (Station 31)

Bayview (Station 36)

Langley (Station 34)

Clinton (Station 32)

Maxwelton (Station 33)

Saratoga (Station 35)



YOUR SOUTH WHIDBEY FIREFIGHTERS



TYPICAL SWFE BRUSHFIRE



WHAT IS SWFE 
DOING

• 2023 Leavenworth Firefighter Challenge

• 2024 Leavenworth Firefighter Challenge

• 2024 15 South Whidbey Firefighter “red 

carded” as wildland firefighters!

• 2024 Purchased new wildland firefighting 

clothing, packs, shelters


Responded to 6 brush fires so far in 2024


Outfitted small “brush truck” to access 
and extinguish wildland fires


Building skill and enthusiasm amongst 
the team for expertise in wildland 
firefighting



WHAT CAN I DO?
Have defensible space around your 
home


Be fire safe


Follow the burn ban and be safe with 
fire.


All fireworks that go up in the air and 
explode are illegal and banned in the 
state of Washington


